HART 1047 Introduction to Chinese Landscape Painting 1 credit
Course Description

Of the three main categories of traditional Chinese painting, namely, landscape,
flower-and-bird, and figure painting, landscape painting has developed a unique
significance through history. Painters in every dynasty and epoch, whether official
imperial court painters or literati painters in their cultural circles, have made brilliant
achievements in this field. They may have different focuses, techniques and presentation
methods of nature; nevertheless, what they always show is the inner scenery of the
painter, the ideal world constructed by the painter.

Students will learn basic brush techniques, through which they will understand the
creative process of Chinese painting with the focus on landscape painting. They will be
encouraged to create their own works through the application of the techniques and
attempts to reform this traditional art form.
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Contribution of Course to Programs of Study
Common Core

Teaching Activity (Weekly Scheduled Hours)
Others: Studio session - 2 hours

Assessment Tasks (Proportion of Final Grade)
Project report - 75% Others: Attendance - 10%
Course participation - 15%

Effective Semester
Summer 2020-21

Rationale for introducing this course and the consultation process undertaken
Offering students first-hand experience in artistic creation with traditional means will not
only strengthen their understanding of the life and aesthetic views of our ancestors, and
the value of our cultural root, it will also serve the purpose of discovering potential
talents among our students.

The practice of brush works in Chinese painting is a cultivated activity that helps to
release stress from daily life, thus maintaining harmony between the microcosm of the
person and the living environment, and enhancing mental health and spiritual wholeness.

Justification of medium of Instruction/materials

The use of Chinese as the medium of instruction/materials is necessary because most of
the jargons and concepts have no equivalent in foreign languages, e.g. English; and
almost all learning materials are written in Chinese. When lectures have to be conducted
in a foreign language, the effectiveness of explaining them will be impaired to the
disadvantage of the students. Therefore, using Cantonese as the medium of instruction
and Chinese as the language of teaching materials is more appropriate.
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