


m) Medium of lnstruction/Materials<16l:

n} Allow course repetition for credit<17l:

(i) English 

0 No 

0 Others, (Pis specify and provide a justification in Section 1.3}: 

0 Yes 

1.Z Contribution of course to Programs of Study [Check all appropriate boxes below]

■ Major Program of Study 

Global China Studies D Required Course

■ Minor Program of Study 

Humanities D Required Course

D Common Core 

D Others (pis specify): Program of Study 

D Required Course

1.3 Rationale for Introducing this course and other relevant information 11s1

As 

I ■ Free Elective I D Prerequisite.

As 

I ■ Free Elective I D Prerequisite

As 

ID Elective I D Prerequisite

My aim in introducing this course is to provide undergraduate students with an accessible, seminar-format course on modern 

intellectual history. To maximize the appeal of the course to the undergraduate population, I have chosen a theme that does not 

require any real prerequisite knowledge of modern history or philosophy, and whose texts are non-technical in nature. I propose to 

survey the history of modern Western geopolitical thought from the late nineteenth century up until the present. Geopolitics is the 

interdisciplinary field of knowledge that investigates the impact of geography-and space, more broadly-on the development and 

interaction of polities. Since the end of the nineteenth century, the literature associated with this field has inspired and engaged 

politicians, scholars, and analysts around the world. Developed in part as a response to growing international and imperial rivalries 

in an era of globalization, geopolitics has served as an alibi and ideology of imperialism, but also as a framework for critiquing 

imperialist policies. The classic works of geopolitics have the advantage of engaging and responding to one another, and addressing 

concrete events of world history, which make them suitable texts for class discussion and paper-writing. They also speak to students 

with interests in history, political science, geography, political and social thought, and economics, which enables a course like this to 

appeal to a fairly wide student population. Though most of the authors to be discussed in this course came from Europe and the 

United States, I intend to also emphasize the relevance and reception of these texts outside the West, i.e. in Japan and China. 

The reading list may include such primary sources as: 

■ Alfred Thayer Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power upon Hisl01y, 1660-1783 (1890)

■ Halford J. Mackinder, Democratic Ideals and Reality ( 1919)

■ Karl Haushofer, selections in translation

■ Carl Schmitt, Land and Sea ( 1942)

■ Nicholas Spykman, America's Strategy in World Politics ( 1942)

■ George Kennan, "The Sources of Soviet Conduct" ( 194 7)

■ Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations (1996)

■ John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (2003)

■ Barry Posen, "Command of the Commons" (2003)

And secondary sources such as: 

■ Jeremy Black, Geopolitics and the Quest for Dominance (2016)

■ Christopher I. Beckwith, Empires of the Silk Road (2009)

■ Peter C. Purdue, China Marches West (2005)

■ Neil Smith, American Empire (2003)

■ Geroid O'Tuathail, The Geopolitics Reader (2003)

■ Robert Kaplan, The Revenge of Geography (2013)

■ Zbigniew Brzezinski, The Grand Chessboard ( 1997)

■ John Darwin, After Tamerlane (2008)

■ Peter Pare!, ed., Makers of Modern Strategy ( 1986)

■ Bruno Macaes, Belt and Road (2020)

■ Adam Tooze, The Deluge (2014)

■ Charles S. Maier, Once Within Borders (2016)
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Section 4: Development, Concurrence and Approval

4.1 Contribution to the Program Learning Outcomes

Department/Program unit Position Name Date

School of Humanities & Social Science Associate Dean Prof Carine YIU 16-Feb-21

4.2 Approvals

Recommendation from offering department(s) and School(s)/IPO

Offering Department/Program Unit Position Name Date

Division of Humanities Head of Division Prof Christian A DANIELS 9-Feb-21

Recommending School/IPO Position Name Date

School of Humanities & Social Science Dean Prof Kellee TSAI 16-Feb-21

Concurrence from other Schools or departments/units

School/Dept/Program Unit Position Name Date

The course is confirmed by the following Major/Minor program department(s)/unit(s) as indicated in Section 1.2 that it would contribute 

appropriately to overall program learning outcomes.
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